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Dear Parents,

We would like to extend sincere thanks to the outgoing Board of Management for their dedication to
Our Lady's Girls’ National School. Their leadership has left our school in an excellent position with a
solid foundation for success. Throughout the COVID Pandemic the Board led the school through very
difficult times. This involved a lot of work and a huge commitment making difficult decisions. 

As they pass the torch, we express our gratitude for their invaluable contributions and wish them
continued success.

Thank you to:

Chairperson: Nick O’Connor
Patron Nominee: Fr Liam Belton 
Teacher Nominee: Brenda O’Neill
Parent Nominee: Linda Hodgins
Parent Nominee: John Keane
Community Nominee: Colman Nolan (Treasurer)
Community Nominee: Susan Lee

We have had another great term in our school. There are so many activities taking place all the time.
Thank you to all of our staff, teachers, SNAs, Linda, cleaners and Mark our caretaker. Thank you to Emily
and The Parents Association for all of their support. 

Wishing you all a lovely Christmas. 

Le dea-ghuí,
Robbie Murphy
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Please note we publish the
agreed report from each Board
of Management meeting on our
school website -
www.ourladysgns.ie/board-of-
management

Board of
Management
Reports

Our Lady’s Girls’ NS

Credit Union
Donation
Thank you to the Dundrum
Capital Credit Union for
donating €1,500. This money
will go towards buying sets of
28 novels for every class level
and readers for infant classes.
The children will be thrilled with
the new class novels. 

Christmas Jumper
Day this Friday
Ho Ho Ho!! We will donate all
money raised to the Atlantic
Bro-ing charities Make a Wish
and Firstlight.

Important Dates
Monday 5th February - School closed
for St Brigid’s Day

15th and 16th February - School
closed for Mid Term

18th March - School closed for St
Patrick’s Day

25th March-  7th April - School Closed
for Easter

2nd Class First Communion - 18/5/24

6th Class Confirmation - 30/4/24
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School Self
Evaluation

School Social
Media Account
Instagram - ourladysgns.
Please follow us! 

Website:https://www.ourlady
sgns.ie/

Play Therapy

We are delighted to be
working with Eleanor
McWey who is coming into
our school on Thursdays to
work with children.

This is a great initiative and
invaluable to some
students. If you would like
your child to attend please
contact us.

Target:

Increase the whole school
average score in Maths
Problem Solving

Strategies:

Use Maths Talk teaching

Use the RUDE method:
Read
Underline
Draw
Estimate

Weekly Problem Solving
Lessons in every class

Regular measure of
students’ progress in every
class
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Nativity Show

Well done to all of the
pupils who performed in
the Nativity. It was a
beautiful afternoon with
so many talents on show!
Thank you to Ms Sharkey
for organising and all of
the staff for the hard work
behind it all.
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STEM Grant 2023

Our school has been
successful in applying for a
STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths)
Grant. We will recieve  
€10,000. We plan to buy
coding sets, robotics,
BeeBots, Lego Engineering
Coding Sets and lots more.
Our children will now have
daily access to incredible
state of the art resources.
Thank you Ms Ryan and Ms
Milmoe for your help with the
application.

Art Competition

Congratulations to Emily in Ms
Morgan’s 5th Class who was the
National Winner in a recent drawing
competition held by artist Nadia
Corridan and Wexford Education
Centre. Over the last few months, the
girls in 5th class have been enjoying
some in-class drawing webinars.
Emily’s Snoopy drawing was the
winning entry chosen from all the
entries in over 240 schools. Well done
Emily, we are all very proud of you and
your wonderful talent!
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Trip to The Dáil
On then 22 nd of November our class went to
The Dáil. We got a bus there and I
sat beside my friends, Megan and Nóra.
When we arrived at The Dáil, we ate
lunch and then walked through security. After
that, we walked up to the
balcony and watched a debate between two
politicians. Next, we walked
through a part of Leinster House where a man
called James Fitzgerald used to
live in the 1700s with his wife. James had
three rooms on one side of the hall
and his wife had three rooms on the other
side, along with sixteen rooms for
their nineteen children. At the end of the hall,
we went down the stairs and
into The Seanad. We sat in the gallery while
listening to a debate about schools
in Galway. Once we were finished in that
room we went outside and had
lunch. Then when the other class were
finished their lunch, we all went back
up to the balcony to watch another debate
between Leo Varadkar and a Sinn
Féin politician. Half way through, we had to
leave to be back to school in time. I
had a great day!
By Lacy-Mae 

(Thank you Lacy-Mae! Written in the genre of
Reccount - Our Whole School writing genre
for December)

6th Class Trip to Dáil
Éireann  

6th Class Basketball Team

When I first started basketball, I was so
excited because it was my first after-
school sport. This term, I learned a lot
about basketball and it meant a lot to me.
At first when I got the note about joining
basketball training each Monday after
school, I thought that I wouldn’t join. I
played my first match against St. Attracta’s
and the game was a draw. 

Our second match was in The National
Basketball Arena. I’m not sure who we
played but it was a lot of fun. For the
third match, I didn’t get to play but my
friends won and I was so happy. For the
last match, I got to play and I was so
excited. 

We played against St. Attracta’s
again and we won the game.
I am so grateful that there is a basketball
team in our school and to all those
who help. 

I could see myself improving so much and I
can’t wait for basketball
to start again. When I heard basketball
wouldn’t be on anymore, I was sad but
when I heard that it would continue in
February, I was so glad. 

I can’t wait to play basketball again!
Jemima, 6th Class
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Our Steps Engineering Project:

I want to tell you about our class
engineering project.
First, our teacher surprised us all by telling
us she entered us in an engineering project
competition.
Next, she put us in our engineering groups.
Then, we had to think of a problem in our
community and try to solve it.
After that, we all had to actually build a
prototype of our invention and also fill in
our booklets explaining how we did
everything.
Meanwhile, we did the finishing touches to
our prototypes. Once completed we ended
up with a Minion Box, to help teachers in
the classroom, A Positive Affirmation Box,
to cheer up anyone having a sad
day, A Bunny Pod which could be used in
any house to brighten up our
charging stations and last but not least The
Table Tidy, a useful addition
to any classroom to keep desks tidy.

Eventually, we invited a guest engineer in
to talk to us about engineering
and what she did in her job and we
presented our projects to her and
she loved them. She even played a fun
engineering game with us.
Thank you for reading my recount,

By Aoibhinn  4th Class.

GREEN SCHOOLS

Christmas Green Flash: JingXi and Caoilinn

We’re dreaming of a Green Christmas. Are
you?
Christmas is around the corner and you can
do your part to have a Green Christmas!!

Here are some ideas for you?
 Shop for locally made gifts and support
the community
 Reuse gift bags, wrapping paper, ribbons
and bows
 Recycle gift packing materials
 Choose gifts made from recycled material
 Be creative and make your own
Christmas cards
 Recycle your Christmas tree. Look for the
fairtrade logo and buy fairtrade
 Reuse all the delicious food by trying out
new recipes
 Go on a hike or a lovely nature walk and
enjoy the beauty of nature

Most of all.. Stay Safe….Be Kind and have
a very Green Christmas!
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Science Week!

In November it was Science Week,and the sixth class had lots of fun doing
science experiments and coding! 

We found fortified iron in corn flakes, learned about acids and bases, did coding
workshops with younger classes and so much more! 

For coding we worked on Lego We Do and the Bee Bots. Lego We Do is like
regular lego but you can code it to do all sorts of cool things, for example my
group made a working fan! But the great thing about Lego We Do is that there
are endless possibilities, anything is possible! 

The Bee Bots are little robots in the shapes of bees that you can program to go
forwards, backwards,left and right. We had lots of fun programming them to do
little sequences and playing snakes and ladders with them! For the science part
of Science Week we did three different experiments.

First we looked for fortified iron in corn flakes, by blending corn flakes adding
water and going over it with a magnet.We also looked for acids and bases by
pouring cabbage juice into vinegar,bicarb of soda and lemon juice and seeing
what colour they turned pink for acid and blue for base! 

And lastly we made our own compass by rubbing a magnet on a needle
magnetising it, placing it into a bowl of water and it pointed north! My personal
favourite thing we did in science week was the Bee Bots,but everything was fun
and I think I speak for everyone when I say I loved science week!  

                                   By Rose 
                                   Miss Ryan's 6th Class

Our Lady’s Girls’ NS
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Active School Breaks

This term our school, along with about 700
other ‘Active Schools’ in Ireland,
provided our classes with active breaks
each day as part of Active Schools
‘Active Break Every Day Challenge ’. 

Active breaks improve wellbeing,
concentration and focus. Well done to all
of our staff and children!


